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over 5oo-6o0 startups are supported through BIRAC anc

the trend is increasing. Sector wise, I would say focus is

more on healthcare - within healthcare more on medica-

devices and diagnostics. The reason for that is obvioush

less complex regulation and huge market place' Also in-

frastructure and Capex requirement to set up initially is

A Startup ecosystem is growing and DBT and BIRAC

is nurturing it from past four years. Now with the

Prime Minister announcing'startup India and Stand Up

India'program, we are giving it more importance' Today

A
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Kris Gopalakrishnan at BIRAC's 4th Foundation Day with KVijayRaghauan

It is some sort of certification where we state that these

are innovators whose technical due dilipence has been

done and feel they have a wonderful business plan. Good

investors can approach them and invest. We will fund cer-

tain percentage while the rest is taken care ofby the par-

ties concerned. All BIRAC supported innovation will be

filtered and pooled and taken to this innovation market
place. We are working on it and hope to place it in public

domain. We should be doing it in a couple of months. By

next month we should have the guidelines in place.

The fund grointing cotnmittee tno;inlg con-
sists o.f acadernicioLns qnd reseqrchers rrho
do not hcrue prior enterprise bo.ckground.
Mang start-ups u)o;nt to see inclusion of ex-
perienced entrepreneurs snd. industry uet'
ercrns; as part of thefunds cotntnittee. Whot
doyouhaueto sory aboutthis?Wiil this sug-
gestionbe considered?

A First of all let me tell you that as a government or-
ganization to come forward to run a major industry

funding program is a big thing. There are serious issues

of conflict of interest like data protection, IP protection
etc. We bring in experts who are not only academic ex-

perts but experts and mentors who have industry experi-

ence and are with various organizations like accelerators,

incubators and startups. People who come onto the se-

lection committee have to be beyond academician or in-
novator. They bring in large holistic experience as many
ofthem are sitting on boards, companies, startups. Ifyou
say todayyou have active startup who is working I have to
bring somebody from that area with that domain knowl-
edge or product. How can I bring it for evolution. That's a

peer-to-peer valuation. It is not done any way. So we have

panels with well chosen experts with lot of national and
global recognition. They have experience in how startups
work, entrepreneurs work, business plans are monitored.
Many of them we source from accelerators, incubators
who run them. They are the ones who sit on investment
bodies. We bring in investors on our panel. We can do

that much.

Does the grouth of biotech industrg in re'
cent g ears tnc:tch Y our forecost?

A We would like to see it growing at a faster pace. We

had originally, in our strategy meet, put certain fig-

ures. We are very confident it has picked up and moving
in the right direction. We should be able to achieve the set

timelines. There was flat pace couple of years back. From
past 2 years it is moving on the correct path.

Is BIRACuorking w
We have international ing

specific to APAC. Mos on.

There is no specific reason whywe have not gone to Asian

countries. We would be happy to work with Japan' Korea

and Singapore to name a few. We would like to see how

things works. People from these regions come for discus-

sions, some incubators, investors show interest but no

formal collaborations take place'

What is the significolnce of globo/sndln-
dian p ortner ship s for g ou?

A Huge significance. One of BIRAC's key strategy is

to work on partnerships which we have mentioned

in our vision and mission statements on the website. We

Iook at it from two angels. r. The strength that exists in
various bodies which are well suited to take forward. We

I
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