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Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC), Bpifrance Financement (Public Investment Bank) and Indo French Centre for Promotion of Advanced Research (CEFIPRA) jointly invite Joint Expression of Interest (JEOI) on Red biotechnology

BIRAC and CEFIPRA had signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on 3rd February, 2014 to foster collaboration in the area of green and red biotechnology. Under this MoU, BIRAC-CEFIPRA-Bpifrance launch a call for Expression of Interest to support high-quality bilateral innovative research projects towards new concepts and technological breakthroughs in human health. The partnership aims to improve the competitiveness of both Indian and French biotech industries and academia. 

BIRAC is a Public Sector Undertaking ‘Not-for-Profit Company’ for fostering and nurturing innovative research for creation of affordable products addressing the needs of the largest section of society.

Bpifrance financement (hereafter referred as Bpifrance) is a public investment bank which finances businesses from the seed phase to transfer to stock exchange listing, through loans, guarantees and equity. Bpifrance accompanies firms developing export activities and provides support to innovation projects.

CEFIPRA is an autonomous body to provide services for bilateral cooperation in Science and Technology between France and India, aiming to promote collaborative research between India and France in cutting edge science and technology fields. 

OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the present Programme are to: 
I. Support high-quality bilateral projects that combine innovative approaches towards new concepts and technological development;
II. Encourage and enable Indo-French collaboration between industry- industry linkages or industry-industry-academia linkages.

UNIQUE FEATURES OF THE PROGRAMME
· The proposed proposal shall have at least one Company from India and one from France (1+1 model) as main participants and should clearly show the added value of the bilateral collaboration. The proposals must be written jointly by the Indian and French partners. They could have co-applicants as collaborator from Research Laboratories and Universities or subcontractors for French partners. More than one companies from either side can also apply.

· Acceptable projects must aim for the development of new products or services that are technologically innovative, meet a market need and show a clear path to commercialization after the completion of the project. Pre-commercial feasibility study, proof of concept, demonstration projects will  also be supported that aim at industrial applications.
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
· Project shall have at least one Company from India and one from France each as Joint 
· Applicants can have Co- Applicants and Collaborators from Academia, Research Institution, National Laboratory, Clinical Establishment, For Profit Company, Not-for-Profit Organization, Society, LLP, Trust or Foundation. Research partners in France can participate as subcontractors of a company. Their cost will be included in the funding base of the company.
· A registered Company from India along with the registered company from France or Vis-à-vis shall be the Joint Applicant s(1+1 model). The applicant could be start-up / SME Company of both nations. They can have Co- Applicants and Collaborators from Academia, Research Institution, National Laboratory, Clinical Establishment, For Profit Company, Not-for-Profit Organization, Society, LLP, Trust or Foundation.
· The Principal Applicants of both nations will be the lead investigator who will be the contact point regarding further project follow up, if the application is successful.  Correspondences about the application/Project will be with the Principal Applicants from India and France respectively.
· A joint application is where two (or more) organisations will administer funds or if funding payments are to be made in more than one currency.
· Applicants and the Co-applicants shall enter into a Joint Research Agreement before disbursement of funds. It should include a clear determination of Intellectual Property management Plan such as sharing of the rights, interests, protection and maintenance cost and royalties as well as other liabilities among themselves.

DEFINATION OF ELIGIBLE COMPANIES AND APPLICANTS
For BIRAC 
· An Indian Company is defined as one which is registered under the Indian Companies 
Act 1956 and in which more than 51 % of the ownership is held by Indian Citizens (not OCI or PIO).
· A start-up Company is defined as one which is incorporated in the last 3 (three) years from the date of ‘ Joint Call for Proposals’
· A Collaborator is an individual who will supply technical advice, reagents, samples or data for the project, but who would not normally be involved in the day-to-day execution of the project (unlike applicants and co-applicants). Collaborator involvement should be governed by appropriate legal agreements.
· All the Co-Applicants shall be entities established under the relevant Law of the Land.

For Bpifrance : All kind of civil companies whatever size or date of creation, Research institutes, big companies ) can participate in the projects without public funding.. 
· The main participant in France must be an SME (up to 2000 employees)
· Firms having more than 2000 and less than 5000 employees considering a joint project with an Indian partner should contact the program managers before filing an Expression of Interest.

THRUST AREA: RED BIOTECHNOLOGIES
The proposed call for expression of interest is focus on development of industrial application oriented health technologies in the areas of Cancer, cardiac and infectious diseases on following themes:
· Identification of new targets or biomarkers that leads to development of sensitive, specific and affordable diagnostic tests is prime focus of the call. These targets or biomarkers should be novel based on substantial theoretical evidences on which further proof-of-concept could be develop for futuristic possibility of product development.
· Proposal that involves development of new therapeutic options in terms of therapeutic protein or drugs are also encouraged for these targeted disease in the current call that has potential for commercialization. 
·  Proposal that involves affordable process development for existing therapeutics will also be encouraged that have potential implication on effective industrial scale-up for cost effective production. 

DURATION AND ALLOWABLE COST

Duration: The duration of project proposal should be for 24-36 months. 
 Eligible costs: 

· For Bpifrance
· Personal costs
· Overheads: 20% of personal costs
· Costs related to intellectual property, patent extension etc.
· Feasibility study
· Market search
· Equipment (depreciation and amortization)
· Industrial research and experimental development
· Project management and associated costs (related travel costs of French participants)
· Implementation and development of prototypes, models, pilot productions, demonstration etc.
French companies must confirm their financial capacity (equity capital, fund-raising etc.)

· For BIRAC

· Equipment and Accessories
· Personnel costs (specialists employed, part-time/full–time/contract basis, exclusively for specified activities);
· Consumables (all research & experimental work, development of prototype for pilot demonstration) 
· IP cost and market search
· Travel and Contingency
·  (cost related to project management and  IP could be considered on case by case basis)

Maximum funding cap for each project 

BIRAC will support the Indian Industries ( Start-up & SMEs) & Bpifrance will support the French Industries ( Start-up & SMEs).  Depending on the stage of project i.e. Proof of concept to Pilot scale demonstration, the funding support per funding body per project could be range from Rs. 50 lakhs (equivalent to 67800 euro) to Rs.  6 Cr (equivalent to 800 000 euro) .

· For Bpifrance: 
According to Bpifrance funding rules, French Enterprises with less than 2000 employees are financed through reimbursable loan with 0% interest. The funding rate is up to 65% (maximum 3M € per beneficiary) for SMEs up to 250 employees, 40% for SMEs with more than 250 employees. Bpifrance provides funding support (grants 15000 to 50000 € to cover French companies needs in the preparation of their project via the Technological Partnership Aid (APT).

· For BIRAC: BIRAC will support the budget of Indian partners only. Eligibility criteria for BIRAC are stated under eligibility criteria. To promote innovation in the Biotech Industry specially the SME’s sector, it is important to provide support and   the level of funding support to be provided by BIRAC to SMEs/ Start-up in terms of grants will depend upon level of innovation, technological benefit and national relevance ranging from 50 lakhs to 6 Crore.  


TIME LINES:   
Launch of call						16 February 2015
Registration of the Interested Applicants 		16 February 2015
EOI submission start date				 20 March 2015
EOI submission last date				 3 May 2015
Conference call Joint selection committee		19 June 2015
[bookmark: _GoBack]Display of EOI selection result 			 25 June 2015
Full proposal submission start date			1 July 2015
Full proposal submission last date			15 August 2015
Display of Final results				30 Septemeber2015
 MONITORING OF THE FUNDED PROJECT: 
CEFIPRA on BIRAC behalf will perform the project administration and project progress for Indian component. Bpifrance will perform the project administration and project progress for French component A Joint Administration Committee (JAC) comprising representatives from BIRAC, CEFIPRA and Bpifrance will do the combined review of the funded projects annually. Technical Review Committee (TRC) consisting of nominated expert’s members of BIRAC, CEFIPRA & Bpifrance will evaluate the project performance technically.  The funded projects must submit a progress at the end of the each year (every year of the start date)
 Project Completion: After the completion of the Project, the project will be monitored following the usual procedures of Bpifrance and BIRAC. Principal Investigator(s) will submit the final completion report to Bpifrance and CEFIPRA which will be transferred to BIRAC. A final report should be submitted up to three months after the end date of the project.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT:  
BIRAC will support the Indian Industries ( Start-up & SMEs) & Bpifrance will support the French Industries ( Start-up & SMEs).  BIRAC will release fund to CEFIPRA. CEFIPRA will disburse the fund to the Indian grantees. Bpifrance will release the fund for french beneficiary companies.

Subsequent to final recommendation, the first installment of funds will be released after receiving of Intellectual property management plan, consortium agreement. Bpifrance will inform CEFIPRA before releasing of fund or vis-a-vis. There will be a common start date of the project from both the sides. The balance funds will be released following the rules and procedures of Bpifrance and BIRAC. For Indian partners, funds will be released after receiving progress report, Utilization Certificate (UC) and Statement of Expenditure (SOE). Last installment of grant will be released after receipt of Project Completion Report, Audited Statement of Expenditure and Audited Utilization Certificate. For French partners up to 50% of the funding will be released by Bpifrance at the start of the project.

 OUTPUT MANAGEMENT
Before starting the programme, the partners shall jointly prepare an Intellectual Property management Plan, Consortium agreement and submit it to CEFIPRA and Bpifrance for Information & Concerence.The consortium agreement will be review by  the legal department of Bpifrance. CEFIPRA will review the legal agreement on behalf of  BIRAC and will take guidance from legal department of  BIRAC as an when required. 

 Each partner will be free to determine the sharing of the rights, interests and royalties as well as the liabilities between itself and its employees as per the legislation and practices applicable to the said partner. The expenditure connected with securing and maintaining the rights of intellectual property will be borne by the partners. The Fund will be released after submission of Joint IP Management plan. Partners should acknowledgement BIRAC, CEFIPRA & Bpifrance on the publications and the goal of the project in terms of products, process or services.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

Joint Expression of Interest (JEOI) submission: 
Applicants can download the JEOI (Joint expression of interest) from the websites of Bpifrance and CEFIPRA.  JEOI must be developed mutually discussed with each other. .After signing the  JEOIs by both the Indian and French partners, they have to send the Common JEOI to Bpifrance {ineke.petit@bpifrance.fr) and CEFIPRA { targeterprogramme@cefipra.org }. Postal Application will not be accepted. The format for submission of JEOI is in Annexe-1

Evaluation Criteria for Expression of Interest: 
i. Innovation & Scientific content
ii. Quality of Consortium and draft work plan
iii. Team competency and relevant experiences 
iv. Project’s potential to lead to new products/ technology, processes or services
v. Financial capacity of the companies to bring the project to a good end
vi. Market Access
Second Step: Full proposal submission: 
The selected applicants of JEOIs from both France and India will be invited to submit their application for funding respectively to Bpifrance and CEFIPRA.  The details format for submission of full proposal will be communicated later on.  CEFIPRA will send the information to the Indian participants and Bpi france will send the information to the French participants.  

Evaluation Criteria
 The evaluation criteria for final selection of proposals are as follows
1. Scientific innovation and Technological Excellence
2. Project’s potential to lead to new products, processes or services
3. Commercialization probability increased competitiveness, market access and demand of the product/process being developed at the time of its introduction to the market.
4. Societal impact of the proposed project
5. Added value of the Indo-French collaboration
6. Strength of the Project team; their qualifications and relevant experience
7. Well-defined workplan
8. Company’s Financial Position and its ability to mobilize funds for the project
9. Estimation of budget details and their reasonableness
(Deadline for Submitting of Joint Expression of Interest: May 3, 2015)

For further information please contact:

Dr. Debapriya Dutta, Director
Indo-French Centre for the Promotion of Advanced Research
5B, Ground Floor, India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi 110 003 (India)
Tel. : (+91-11) 24682251, (+91-11) 24682252,Fax: (+91-11) 24688632
Website: www.cefipra.org

Or 
Dr. Jyoti Shukla, Manager Technical,
BIRAC to email: jshukla.birac@nic.in
or
Ms. Ineke PETIT, International Innovation Project Developer, 
Bpifrance to email: ineke.petit@bpifrance.fr
Tel : (+33-01) 41799132
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